
Agenda 
State Board for Social Work 

Wednesday, March 04, 2026 
10:00 a.m.12:30 p.m. 

Sites: 
Albany 

Education Building EB 150, Albany, NY 
NYC 

1411 Broadway 10 th Floor 
Syracuse OPD Office 

333 East Washington Street, Suite 211 Syracuse, New York 
Buffalo ACCESS Office, 

508 Main St, Buffalo, NY 14202 

To attend the Social Work Bonrd meeting, let the board office know by emailing 

Kayla.A pplc@nyscd.gov. Evnn.Seiden@nysed.gov 

to ndd your nnmc to the security list of the site you choose. 

"Membet·s of the public may attend and observe the meeting. Please 11ote that ,tue to security 
restrictious, you are asked to arrive 15 minutes earlier if possible tfum the start oftfte 

meeting." 

Thank you! 

*Agenda and Discussion

1. Welcome and review of Agenda.

2. Introductions

3. Review of 10/29/2025 meeting minutes

4. Executive Secretary's Report

a. Staffing and Processing
b. Board member recruitment.

5. Legislation and Regulation concerning Social Work

S9123- Extends the duration of limited permits to practice licensed clinical social work 
and use the title licensed clinical social worker, or practice licensed master social work 
and use the title licensed master social worker from twelve to twenty-four months with 
the ability to be renewed for up to two additional one-year periods. 

S9124- Enacts the "building retention and internship-to-degree graduate employment 
(BRIDGE) act": provides limited work permits for students in a master of social work 
program: establishes policies and procedures for such work permit. 

mailto:Evnn.Seiclen@nysecl.gov
mailto:Kayla.Applc@nysccl.gov


S9125-Enacts the "licensure incentives and fee-support for testing (LIFT) act"; 
establishes the social work licensure examination voucher program to provide low­
income individuals vouchers to cover the cost of the examination required for licensure 
as a licensed master social worker or licensed clinical social worker. 

S988-Repeals the requirement that applicants must pass an examination in order to 
qualify as a licensed master social worker. 

A780-Enacts the "Supervising Upcoming Professionals for Practice in Official Roles in 
Therapy (SUPPORT) act"; provides that for licensure as a clinical social worker, an 
applicant may satisfy the experience requirements under supervision of a mental health 
practitioner who has been granted the privilege to diagnose and develop assessment­
based treatment plans under article one hundred sixty-three of the education law. 

S 1113-Provides for loan forgiveness for social workers who commit to work in counties 
with less than two hundred thousand population, or towns which have a population of 
less than one hundred fifty persons per square mile for the duration of the award. 

6. Discussion Topics 

Ethics training course 

7. Other business 

8. Adjournment 



The University ol'the State of New York 
State Education Department 

Ofiiee of the Professions 

New York State Board of Social Work 
Draft Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, October 29th , 2025 

This meeting was held in-person via WebEx at the following locations: 

State Education Building, 89 Washington Avenue, EB 146, Albany, NY 12234 
Ol'fice or the Prol'cssions, 1411 Broadway, l0th Floor, New York, NY l 0018 
Syracuse Regional Oflicc, 333 East Washington Street, Suite 211, Syracuse, NY 13202 
13ulfalo ACCESS Office, 508 Mnin Street, Buffalo, NY 14202 

Board members present: 
Traeyavon Ford 
Susan Nayowith 
Laur,1 Eastrnan-Follis 
Mohini Mishra 
Mary Owens 
Virginia Spielrnan 
Austen I ,al3argc 
Robyn Wiktorski-Reynolds 

Stuff present: 
Evan Seiden, Executive Secretary (New York) 
Kathleen Letzelter, Associate in Professional Education (Albany) 
lvlichcle Govertscn, Senior Administrative Analyst (Albany) 
I lcnry Phillips, Education Prograrn Assistant l (Albany) 

Welcome nml Review of the Agenda 

Executive Secretary called the meeting-to order at I 0:05 AM. Meeting was streamed live and 
recorded. Board members and staff introduced themselves. Public and stakeholders attended to 
observe the meeting. Questions can be emailed to SWBD@nysed.gov. There were no changes in 
the agenda. 

Introductions 

Two new board members were in attendance. Executive Secretary w_elcorned Austen LaBarge, 
LCSW in Syracuse, and Robyn Wiktorski-Reynolds, LMSW in Buffalo. 

mailto:SWBD@nysed.gov


Review of the ,June 11 t11
, 2025, Board Meeting Minutes 

J\ quornm or Board me111bcrs were present. Motion to accept minutes was made. First by Susan 
Nayowith; seconded by Mary Owens, Motion passed and minutes accepted. 

Executive Secretary's Report 

a. Starling and Processing: Volume of applications has doubled as a result of the sunset of 
exempt settings and the addition of diagnostic privilege applications. New Education 
Program Assistant I trainee board omce staff Annie Connors was hired. Experience 
reviews arc about 8 weeks out. 

b. Board Member Recrnitment: Two new board members added - Austen LaBarge, LCSW 
in Syracuse, and Robyn Wiktorski-Reynolds, LMSW in Buffalo. Board me111ber 
representation geographically diverse. Public 111cmbers are needed. As a reminder, public 
me111bers are consumers of SW services (not licensed). Board consists of 5 LMSWs, 5 
LCSWs, and 2 public members. Board members can refer those interested to Executive 
Secretary !'or further information. Board member applications can be found online. 

Presentation - Professional Assistance Progrnm (PAP) from Director Jennifer Granato 

Director Jennifer Granato gave a presentation on the PAP and its' duties. The PAP protects the 
public and supports professionals in recovery. 

PAP program is an alternative to professional discipline program. 
Professionals 111ust not have caused patient harm. 

Legislation and Regulation Affecting Social 'Work 

Executive Secretary made Board members aware of one regulation change and one bill in State 
Legislature. 

Applicants for SW licenses can now apply for ESL examination accommodations with ASWB. 

A8484 An act to amend the education law, in regulating the use of artificial intelligence in the 
provision of therapy and psychotherapy services. 

Board discussed details of the bill - the possible merits and drawbacks, implication for 
the public, etc. 
Board members discussed their professional and personal experiences with Al related to 
the liclcl of psychotherapy. 
l!xpericnccs or J\I related to students and learning was also discussed; tools to flag 
plagiarism use J\1. 



I 

Discussion Topics 

Ethics Course 

Board 111e111bers are required to take Ethics training course. Me111bcrs were given information on 
training course. Of'licc of Human Resources Manage111ent plans to have 111onthly virtual offerings 
for convenience. 

Other Business 

Scheduling for future board meetings was discussed -- meeting dates and topics. 

Adjournment 

Motion to adjourn. Susan Nayowith lirsted. Seconded by Virginia Spielman. The meeting was 
adjourned at 11: ISa111 by Chair Tracyavon Ford. 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

9123 

IN SENATE 
February 5, 2026 

Introduced by Sen. SUTTON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when 
printed to be committed to the Committee on Higher Education 

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to extending the duration 
of limited permits Lo practice licensed clinical social work and 
licensed maiter social work 

'l111e __ People of..__ the State of New York..., represented in Senate and Assem-
bl_~,-- _QQ___ flH9~_t_ __ _as f'ollOWfJ_~ 

1 Section 1. Subdivision 1 of section 7705 of the education law, as 
2 amended by chapter 230 of the laws of 2004, is amended to read as 
3 follows: 
4 1. On recommendation of the board, the department may issue a limited 
5 permit to practice licensed clinical social work· and use the title 
6 Licensed clinical social worker, or to practice licensed master soci.al. 
7 work and use the title licensed_ master social worker to an applicant who 
fl has rnel all requirements for licensure as a licensed master social work­
9 er or a licensed clinical social worker except those relating to the 

1 0 exarnl11allon and provided that the individual is under the general super­
I l vision of a licensed master social worker or a licensed clinical social 
12 worker, as determined by the departrnent. This limited permit shall be 
13 va.l.id for a pcri.od of not more than [.t;.we-1-ve] twe:ntY--four months, and 
1 ,1 r,uch ___ .l.irni_ted ____f2ermi ts may_ be renewed. at the discretion of tb_SLJie12art-
1 5 l!\(:;!JJ_t_1__ _.f_g__r___g_R__ :t_Q__ two additional one-·y.i,':ar period§, 
I 6 S 2. This acL shall take effect on the one hundred eightieth .day after 
17 it shall have become a law. Effective immediately, the addition, amend­
18 ment and/or repeal of any rule or regulation necessary for the implemen­
19 tation of this act on its effective date are authorized to be made and 
20 completed on or before such effective date, 

EXPLANATTON--Mattcr in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets 
[-] is old law to be omitted. 

1B014 Uo-03-6 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

9124 

IN SENATE 
February 5, 2026 

lnlcoduced by Sen, SUTTON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when 
pr_i_nted to be committed Lo the Committee on Higher Education 

AN AC'l' to amend the education law, in relation to enacting the 11 building 
retention and internship-Lo-degree graduate employment (BRIDGE) act'' 

'fhe People of the Stl!te of New York, represented in Senate and Assem­
bl,-, do ,,mact aJL follows: 

Section 1. Short title, This act shall be known and may be cited as 
2 t.he ''building retention and internship-to-degree graduate employment 
3 (BRTDG,:) act", 
4 ·!:S 2. Subdi v Ls.ion 2 of section 7705 of the education law is renumbered 
i_) stihcii.vision 3 arid a new subdivision 2 is added to read as follows: 
G 2. ___(__Q__}____ Hot_1,'li.t.b_~ _ _tandj'°_ng~_J2rovision of law to the .Gont..t'.ilb~.Y.......~ll--~I?1i.::. 
I ~s1..!1L wb..Q_)Ja._1;: s,,;_Q.H!t-?.l~_l:,_~d___g._t_ l(~ast four hundred fif-.t.¥ hours of..,.......-tl1e. __ ,_.,J_i~d 
8 \V<.n.-k c:.:omp-0nent_ in a ______m_as ter:.._,_,,_()f...._nocial work program registered .by the 
9 <lepartrnent may __gp...£.l_y for a lirni ted permit in acco:t·dance with the 

10 provision.s____gf this subdivision. 
11 ~lliL Such limited permit shall: 
12 (i) be issued upon submission of an application prescribed by th§ 
13 department; 
14 _(ii) require certific_ation..,.___ on such application, by a supervise..~ 
1~ licensed and qualified~. un.der this article, attesting: that the supervisor 
16 ug-.rees to_ over:_see ___the permi ttee and authorizes the permi ttee to continue 
n prov:i d.ing .. ca:r:e_,,..,w:i thin the supervisor 1 s practice or agency:. upon issuance 
l 8 ot ...t.h~ _limited permit;_ 
19 (Li...i) ___Qecom1~ <~ffective immediat,e;.,ly -~·upon_ the applicant's graduation 
20 fr_om ___the ma1:,ter _ot .s.Qcial_ work program; and 
21 __(i_yl_ aulhorize th~___permittee to practice only: under__ thQ._sq12..ervision of 
22 mJch supet·visor .,.gnd only in accordance with the_ commissioner.' s reg:u-
23 1~ tions, 
24 (c) Limi ted.,__J)_~_rmi ts issued under this subdivision shall be valid for 
25 the surne -~-:r.iQQ .. as a limited permit issued in subdivision one of this 
26 section_, 
n § 3, This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after 
28 iL shall have become a law. 

EXPLANATION--Matter .ln .i..t,yli_cs (underscored) is new; matter in brackets 
1-1 is old law to be omitted, 

LBD14302-04-6 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

9125 

IN SENATE 
February 5, 2026 

introduced by Sen, SUTTON -- read twice and ordered printed, and when 
printed to be committed to the Committee on Higher Education 

AN ACT Lo amend the education law, in relation to enacting the 11 licen­
sure incenl l.ves and fee-support [or testing (Llf'l') act 11 

1'.J...1Q P<;:!Qple _Qf 1:h~- St9te of Ne.YL Xohk.,..._re_present~.d-~i.n Senate and Assem­
b_ly, do enact as follows: 

Section 1. This act shall be known and may be cited as the ''licensure 
? ir1centlvcs and fee-support for testing (LIFT) act 11 

• 

3 0 2. The education law is amended by adding a new section 7711 to read 
4 as follows: 
:) §_____ 7'111-L. _.Socj.al work licensure examination voucher program. 1. 1rhe 
6 d.e_12arl:n1et1"t..Jih_g..1J,____e..Qtablish a 12rog:cam to_ provide vouchers to eligible 
·1 l~~tl_·_::).ncome individual_~__tg cover the cost of the examination required for 
8 ] icens1.u.::,o _J1.s __g,___ licensed master social w9rker or licensed clinical social 
9 wo.rk<:~r. 

10 2 ._____To __ .b.§._ eliqible for a voucher under this section, an applicant 
11 shaJl: ~Jal be a resident of the s..t.<!_te; (bl be eligible to sit fo:c the 
12 ,Licensed master social.. wo:r;ker or licensed clinical social worker exam-
13 hiation; and (cl demonstrate income at or below a threshold established 
14 b_y the deparbnent by .._rule or regulation, based on net taxable income, as 
15 deter·mined ~u£.ru,1ant to section six hundred sixty-three of this chapter,_ 
16 £:i:;:_QviQ.~_q"' _however, that for @plicao_ts who would be considered emanci-
1'7 12.at_(;l._d_ _____ pJ,1,1;·s_uant to subdivision t_bre_~-- of section six hundred sixty-three 
18 9f_tQLQ ... QhSJpter, eligibility shall Qe determined without regard to 
1 9 12-a r_e;:1.111:cal_ __ Jn~;_o1o_tL_ 
?.O ] . .'1'..Jl__Q_.d.@.par:tm(~nt shgj._L_pi;:.pm.!!lg_ate rules and regulations .necessary: to 
21 j_J_l1};.1.Jem<~nt the -12rQY-iI';tJ.ons of this section, 
22 § 3. This act shall take effect on the one hundred twentieth day after 
23 it shall have become a Jaw, 

EXPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored) is new; matter in brackets 
[-] is old law to be omitted, 

LBD14592-03-6 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

988 

2025-2026 Regular Sessions 

IN SENATE 
(Prefiled) 

January 8, 2025 

Introduced by Sens. BROUK, COMRIE, l'ERNANDEZ, JACKSON, LIU, RAMOS, 
RIVERA, SALAZAR, SEPULVEDA, WEBB read twice and ordered printed, 
and when printed to be conunitted to the Committee on Higher Education 

AN ACT to repeal paragraph (di of subdivision 1 of section 7704 of the 
education law requiring applicants to pass an examination in order to 
qualify as a licensed master social worker 

'l'ho __Tu.QpJ,e oLthe State of New York, reP-resented in Senate and Assem­
bly, _do_.enac:t as _i_9lloJ1:s._: 

1 Section 1. Paragraph (d) of subdivision of section 7704 of the 
2 educaLlon law is R8PEALED, 
3 ,: 2. Thi.s act shall Lake effect immediately. 

~XPLANATION--Matter in italics (underscored} is new; matter in brackets 
l-l is old law to be omitted. 

LBD01956-01-5 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

780 

2025-2026 Regular Sessions 

IN ASSEMBLY 
(Prefiled) 

January 8, 2025 

Introduced by M, of A. BERGER --
on Higher Education 

AN ACT to amend the education 
vising Upcorning Professionals 
py (SUPPORT)' acL'' 

The People of the State of New 
b..ly_, do enact as follo_w....§..;__ 

Sccti.on 1. This act shall be 

read once and referred to the Committee 

law, in relation to enacting the 11 Super­
for Practice in Official Roles in Thera­

York, represented in Senate and Assem 

known and may be cited as the ''Supervis­
? ing Upcoming Professionals for Practice in Official Roles in Therapy 
3 (SUPPOHT) act", 
4 § 2. Paragraph (c) of subdivision 2 of section 7704 of the education 
5 law, as amended by chapter 130 of the laws of 2010, is amended to read 
6 dS foJlows: 
7 (c) Experience: have al least three years full-time supervised post­
s graduate clinical social work experience in diagnosis, psychotherapy, 
9 arid assessment-based treatment plans, or its part-time equivalent, 

10 obtained over .a continuous period not to exceed six years, under the 
J 1 supervision, satisfactory to the department, of a psychiatrist, a 
12 ljcensed psychologist, lo-l?l a licensed clinical social worker in a 
IJ facility setting oc other supervised settings approved by the department 
7 1J or a mental "health practitioner who has been granted the privilege. to 
15 ~ti,31gnose_ and devel_QJ? assessment-based. treatment plans under art,icle one 
16 hunch:ed ____ s:btty-three of this title. Sa tis factory experience obtained in 
17 an entity operating under a waiver issued by the department pursuant to 
18 section sixty-five hundred three-a of this title may be accepted by the 
1.9 department, notwithstanding that such experience may have been obtained 
~0 prior to the effective date of such section sixty-five hundred three-a 
?l and/or prior to the entity l1aving obtained a waiver. The department may, 
?? tor good cause shown, accept sati.sfactory experience that was obtained 
)3 in a setting that would have been eligible for a waiver but which has 

EXPLANATION--Matter in italic~ (underscored) is new; matter in brackets 
[-] is old law to be omitted, 

LBD00963-01-5 

https://Sccti.on


A. 180 2 

1 nol obtai.ned a waiver from the department or experience that was 
2 obtained in good faith by the applicant under the belief that appropri-
3 ate authorization had been obtained for the experience, provided that 
1 such experience meets all other requirements for acceptable experience; 
5 § 3, This act shall take effect immediately. 



STATE OF NEW YORK 

1113 

2025-2026 Regular Sessions 

IN SENATE 
January 8, 2025 

Introduced by Sens, MAY, BROUK, FERNANDEZ, JACKSON, WEBB -- read twice 
and ordered printed, and when printed to be committed to the Committee 
on Higher Education 

AN ACT to amend the education law, in relation to providing loan 
forgiveness. for social workers 

'l'he People of the State of New York, represented in Senate and Assem:: 
b1y,J" __ do enact as_ f-gl.t_pws • 

1 Section 1. The education law is amended by adding a new section 679-k 
? to read as [allows: 
J § ___6'7 g.,.k. ___J)l~w York state social worker loan forgiveness incentive 
1l p_LQq_ram . ___ _l_,_ _____R_urpose. 'l'he }.li"~~nt shall grant _student loan forgiveness 
S d~{gt:!J.$ __for,.:__t.he _J2JJ.J;:p_Q_\?:G of alleviating_ the burden of student loan debt 
6 i·or social wqrkers in NHw ¥..9-~.k st.ate, Sueh awards shall be made on a 
·; <,:',.-)_lli}?__eti tive ba~d.s_ as promulgated...J;2,y the corporation for such purposes, 
8 t:,...Q ____g.pplicants_ .....Yl.hO ffi(~et the eli_gi_bili ty criteria. Such rules and regu-
9 1ations shuJ._l __ include provisiqns for the consideration of applicants who 

10 are economically disadvantag~.,.__ 
11 2, Eligibility, ·ro be eligible for an award pursuant to this section, 
12 «J?plicants §lli!ll: 
13 JseL~~Ql'!VC graduated and obtained a degi;-§e from an approved Ne1;:__¥ot'lc 
1 11 state coll@g<; or university...,:. 
1 ~ _(_h_}__ _hg_v~--~n outstandi11_g___student loan debt 4.i=_om obtaining such degree_t. 
1 6 __(..Q)___ h~L-~_u1gloyed_.fl.$._. §.. J,icensed master soclll worker or .li.C_'i!J.1~.~-g__..J;_l.1.n.::: 
1.·1 j_.c_g__l ROcial -~1Q.,l;Jcer in New Yqrk .....state in accordance with article one 
1 8 lHJndr0_<l_ .f i :f...t.¥.=-_fQUl'..' of this chap.t~t12.L 
l 9 {_Q),. _{!.gpi.¥-_i.oi~ __ _thi s_-Erogrg.rn __ within two years pf college gradua t.ion; 
/0 {DL _(~Q!l1f.2..l_y___J"liLh_ subdivisiontL three and five of section six hundrEHJ 
)1 Ll,i_~_t:,t....::·on·e.Q_:f __t.h:Ls pai:-t;__and 
72 JJ;j____ l.!J0ke a cowm:i_t.ment to practice.~_ in a county_ with less than two 
7.3 hundred .J)1otwand J;2Qpul.ation, or any town which has a population of less 

EX PLANA'!' ION--Ma t ter in i tg_lic_e. (underscored) is new; matter in brackets 
[-] is old law to be omitted. 

LBD03637-01-5 



S. 1 1 1 3 2 

l thiln one hundred fifty ~1,gns L).s!~quare mile for the duration of the 
2 9-wa1~_d__._ 

3 J__~_ f-\ward~L,__ _____'.l'he corporation, shall grant such awards within amount& 
4 0J~ru::_QJ;?:riated for such PJJK}20SES,a_and based on the availability of funds. 
5 § 2. This act shall take effect on the ninetieth day after it shall 
G have become a law. 


