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Does Include: 
• Rescues and Shelters (including foster based rescues and municipal shelters)

Does NOT Include: 
• Pet dealers: breeders who offer/sell 25 or more cats/dogs within a 12-month 

period
• Animal sanctuaries who do not adopt animals 
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L icense  Requirements :  

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS
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Does not include sanctuaries who do not adopt animals and does not include pet dealers. 



•To Assist in the Enforcement of Article 7 of the NYS Agriculture and Markets Law
•Enforce Local DogLaw and Ordinances
•Enumerate -Municipality May Require
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Record Keeping and Protocols 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS

Written protocols for:
• Animal Handling
• Behavioral Assessment
• Enrichment and Stress Reduction
• Management of Bite & Scratch Cases
• Sanitation

Written protocols approved by a veterinarian for:
• Nutrition and Feeding
• Physical Examination
• Emergency Vet Care
• Pain Management
• Vaccinations
• Parasite Control
• Anesthesia and/or Surgery (if done on site by the organization)
• Humane Euthanasia
• Outbreak Management/Control of Infectious Diseases

Clear management structure

https://nysapfedfund.org/standard-operating-procedures-sops/



•To Assist in the Enforcement of Article 7 of the NYS Agriculture and Markets Law
•Enforce Require
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Veterinary Care 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS

• All incoming animals shall be assessed within two hours after intake 
• Complete physical examination by trained staff within 24 hours of 

intake
• Animals in shelter rescue for more than 30 days shall be weighed and 

examined at least once a month (at least every 6 months for foster care 
animals)

• Healthy animal must be examined by veterinarian at least every 6 
months or more frequently if problems are identified

• All drugs must be documented and dispensed according with 
applicable local, state, and federal laws and regulations
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If an Article 7 dog is dropped off after hours, the DCO or police officer can perform the health assessment. 




available)
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Documentat ion

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS



available)
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Documentat ion

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS



•To Assist in the Enforcement of Article 7 of the NYS Agriculture and Markets Law
•
•Enumerate -Municipality May Require
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Vaccines and Deworming 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS

• Animals must be vaccinated with core vaccines
• All dogs, cats, and ferrets must be vaccinated for Rabies prior 

to release (public health law)
• All animals must be treated for hookworms and roundworms 

(minimum)
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For dogs, modified live product for Distemper virus, Adenovirus, and Parvovirus as well as intranasal/oral Bordetella vaccine.
For cats, modified live product for Feline Rhinotracheitis, Feline Calici virus, and Feline Panleukopenia.

Dogs seized under Article 7 cannot be vaccinated by the DCO or shelter staff. They can be vaccinated by a veterinarian or a licensed veterinary technician under the direct supervision of a veterinarian. If that is not possible, they can be vaccinated upon transfer to a shelter following the redemption period. They will be held to the deworming standards. 

Core vaccines should be administered within 24-48 hours of admission
Fecal exams are not required prior to deworming. 



•To Assist in the Enforcement of Article 7 of the NYS Agriculture and Markets Law
•Enforce Local DogLaw and Ordinances
•Enumerate -Municipality May Require
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Spay and Neuter 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS

• No dog or cat shall be released for adoption to any person unless the dog or cat has been 
spayed or neutered OR per Agriculture & Markets Law Section 377-A the animal can be 
released or adopted with a $35 deposit and a written agreement with the shelter that the animal 
will be spayed or neutered within 30 days of adoption or if not sexually mature within 30 days of 
reaching 6 months of age OR they can create a foster to adopt program until the animal can be 
spayed or neutered.

If brick and mortar shelter rescue has surgery capabilities: 
• Examination by a duly licensed veterinarian within 24 hours of surgery/anesthesia if performed 

by the shelter rescue.
• Written anesthetic protocol (including pre/post op care and related emergencies), a dedicated 

surgical area, & aseptic technique (including sterile & proper working equipment).
• Permanent tattoo placed on ventral abdomen of all shelter owned cats & dogs at time of spay or 

neuter.
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Proposed amendment- to change to $100 in the works 
We encourage foster to adopt programs if unable to spay or neuter 



•To Assist in the Enforcement of Article 7 of the NYS Agriculture and Markets Law
•
•Enumerate -Municipality May Require
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QUESTIONS?

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND MARKETS
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