
Minutes of the Meeting of the 

New York State Board for Veterinary Medicine 

Friday, January 27, 2023 

1411 Broadway NY, NY 

  

Dr. David Chico called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  
 

Introductions and Review of Roster. 
 
 
Board Members Present: Dr. Doug Aspros, Dr. Mark Chmielewicz, Dr. Howard Gittelman, Dr. 
Margret Thompson, Dr. Alexandra Van der Woerdt, Dr. Paul Zoyhofski, Dr. David Chico. 
 

Board Members Absent:  Alexandria Kanes LVT, Erica McKee LVT and public member 
Samantha Segal. 
 

NYSED Staff Present: Stephen Boese, Executive Secretary to the Board; Lee Fitzgerald, 
Education Program Assistant 
 

Guests Present: Emily Whalen and Tim Atkinson of NYSVMS. 
 

Motion to approve minutes of September 30, 2022, seconded, and passed. 
 

Welcome and Introductions:  

Dr. David Chico is leading the meeting today while Dr. Aspros cannot attend in-person due to a 
personal emergency. Dr. Aspros is attending over Webex due to the emergency extenuating 
circumstance. 
 

Leadership Election for 2023: 

Dr. Aspros is nominated to continue as chair. Dr. Chico has been nominated as vice chair. The 
board members vote to approve both chairs. 
 

Review Public Record of Board of Regents Enforcement Action in Veterinary Medicine: 

Stephen Boese reports the most recent Regents Actions since the previous meeting—all 
actions are public information. 



Dr. Aspros raises the concern that the vague language of these judgements may not present a 
clear message to licensees and the public as to what happened, and what is expected of them 
to avoid such circumstances in the future. 
 

Update from NYSED and the Office of Professions: 

The executive order allowing meetings to be held by WebEx has expired. Attendees must come 
to a NYSED office in Manhattan, Albany, Syracuse, or Rochester. There is a provision that 
allows for the agency to set policy for extraordinary circumstances where a member would not 
be able to meet in-person. This policy is still under development with the Board of Regents. 

The new OP website was released in December. Overall, the implementation of the new 
website has been a success though there may be some technical issues—users are 
encouraged to report potential bugs using the ticket submission form at the top of the website. 
There are plans over the next two years to increase functionality including a portal where 
licensees and license applicants can access their account information.  
 

Review of “Buoys Law”: 

This bill was passed by both houses and signed into law, effective June 2023. The board is 
looking to draft regulations for approval by the Board of Regents. Having this completed in time 
for June will be a challenge due to the many steps involved. The bill states that “Dispensing 
information to be provided by veterinarians. 1. Each time a veterinarian prescribes, dispenses, 
or provides a drug to an animal, the veterinarian shall provide to the owner of such animal, or 
his or her agent, the following information:  
 
(a) the name and description of the drug; 

(b) directions for use, including, if applicable, any actions to be taken in the event of a missed 
dose; 

(c) if available, manufacturer instructions for proper storage; 

(d) any common reasonably anticipated adverse effects associated with the use of such drug; 
and 

(e) if available, manufacturer precautions and relevant warnings. 

2. The provisions of paragraphs (d) and (e) of subdivision one of this section shall only apply 
when the manufacturer has made available information for the specific animal species to which 
such drug is prescribed, dispensed or provided.” 

There is concern that most prescriptions used in Veterinary Medicine are considered “off-label” 
and do not have packaged inserts, placing the onus on the Veterinarian to create their own 
warning for the patient. There is also concern if this applies when the drug is dispensed by an 
outside pharmacy with no oversight on the Veterinarian’s behalf. Should a compounding 
pharmacy or teaching hospital be the ones to provide drug information if they are dispensing? 
Pharmacies do already provide this information for human medicine. 



The board debates the meaning of the word “provide” in the statement “…provides a drug to an 
animal”. There is concern if this use of “provide” implies that the drug information must be 
distributed with each refill. Would this use of “provide” also apply if an animal is being treated 
with anesthesia in a surgery/hospital setting? If so, must the drug information be released and 
reviewed prior to the operation? This standard does not exist for human medicine. Although it 
may make sense to interpret the law a certain way, it is important to pay attention to the actual 
language used in the law when writing regulation. 

The law does not specify if these must be written instructions and it is implied that instructions 
could be oral—If so, the board should consider what the requirements would be to document 
oral instruction. Additionally, could the task of distributing information be delegated to an LVT or 
unlicensed staff? There is no mention of means of enforcement in the law at all. It is speculated 
that this is an issue of professional misconduct. 

NYSVMS advocated for better wording of the law to ease the burden on Veterinarians. They are 
hoping that NYSED regulations do not place undue hardship on licensees that did not exist 
previously—the regulations should be clarifying and make the law less confusing. Ultimately, 
procedure should be at the discretion of the Veterinarians as licensed professionals practicing 
their profession. NYSVMS believes there is a layer of burden and liability that has not been 
made clear to the public.  

Stephen Boese will create a rough draft of potential NYSED regulations by the end of next week 
and share with the board for review. 
 

Review of New Laws Banning Sales of Dogs, Cats and Rabbits at Pet Shops and New 
Requirements for Animal Shelters: 
 
Dr. Chico reviews the shelter standards bill—The bill is very comprehensive and will be 
enforced by the Department of Agriculture & Markets. This legislation creates standards for all 
shelters, adoption agencies, animal rescues and home-based operations. Small, home-based 
rescues will be held to the same standards as large shelters with big budgets. This creates 
concern that many organizations will not be able to meet these standards and therefore would 
reduce the overall number of shelters in NYS.  

The legislation came without a budget for implementation. The new requirements would create 
a need for over 500 additional annual shelter inspections. Agriculture & Markets estimates it will 
cost their agency $1.5 million dollars a year to enforce, with a need for hiring an additional 14 
staff.  

Dr. Chico also discussed the ban on the sale of Dogs, Cats and Rabbits in pet shops. 
Agriculture & Markets did not view the bill favorably and believes there was already adequate 
oversight of pet stores. Thanks to the efforts of the department there are now more consumer 
protections under this bill. Consumers can return an animal to a shelter within 14 days for any 
reason. The pet shop ban only affects brick and mortar stores—online “puppy mills” would not 
be impacted by this legislation. This bill ultimately would not have far-reaching implications as 
there are only about 84 licensed pet stores in the entire state.  
 



Update from the VCPR Workgroup: 
Dr. Thompson discusses the status of the workgroup, which seeks to update the definition of a 
veterinary client/patient relationship (VCPR). The workgroup had a robust discussion with the 
governing body in Ontario, Canada whose VCPR standard serves as a potential model. They 
are considering removing these lines from the practice guidelines: 5.11 B “…This means that 
the veterinarian is personally acquainted with the keeping and care of the patient by virtue of: 

i.  a timely examination of the patient by the veterinarian, or 

ii.  medically appropriate and timely visits by the veterinarian to the operation where 

the patient is managed, or 

iii. medically appropriate and timely visits by the patient to the veterinary facility where the 
veterinarian is working.”  

The intention is to remove the specifying language to create flexibility and leave it up to the 
Veterinarian’s discretion. The workgroup seeks to strike a balance between quality of care and 
access to care.  

Another approach could be to leave the definition of the VCPR as it is but create separate 
telemedicine guidance for emergency circumstances that may require it. There would be a need 
to define those situations of what would constitute an extraordinary circumstance to create a 
standard. 

The workgroup intends to schedule another meeting before the next board meeting. 
  

Next Meeting Dates: 

The next meeting is set for Friday, June 16th at 10:00 am at 1411 Broadway. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:28 am 

  
Draft respectfully submitted, 

Lee Fitzgerald 

Education Program Assistant 1 


