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THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

State Board for Applied Behavior Analysis 
February 15, 2023 

 
Public Locations: Albany (Wolf Road) 

Videoconference locations: Hauppauge, Rochester 
 
Present:    Jason K. Watson, Vice Chair (Hauppauge) 

Erin DiCesare (Rochester)      
   Daniel M. Fienup (nonpublic site)   
   Elizabeth Gonzalez-Dolginko (Hauppauge) 
   Dorothy Novogrodsky      
         
 
Excused:  George R. Slingerland, Chair 
   Kristin Knapp-Ines  
   
 
Staff:     Kathleen Letzelter Board Staff 

Diane Martin  Board Staff 
Paul Thompson Board Executive Secretary 

 
Observers: Julia Donnaruma (Albany); Vicki Knapp, Deborah Napolitano (Rochester)   
 
Meeting Convened 
Paul Thompson called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m. Board members, staff, and observers 
introduced themselves. Mr. Thompson noted that comments and discussion are restricted to State 
board members and Department staff.  
 
Meeting Minutes 
The Board deferred action on the minutes of the June 1, 2022, and October 26, 2022, meetings 
until it next convenes with a quorum. 
 
Executive Secretary’s Report 
 The Governor proposes to move the health professions now overseen by the Education 

Department (including ABA) to the Department of Health. In addition, her proposed budget 
would direct the State to join licensure compacts in medicine and nursing. Department 
leaders are scheduled to provide budget testimony to the Legislature, and the Department is 
preparing materials to address these and other proposals. 
 

 The Board of Regents held a public hearing on a proposed resolution to allow remote 
participation in Board meetings under extraordinary circumstances. If the Regents adopt the 
resolution, this flexibility would apply to meetings of the State boards for the professions as 
well.  
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Proposed Regulations to Implement Changes in Education Law 
 At its February meeting, the Board of Regents discussed proposed changes to regulations and 

rules governing ABA licensure and practice. The changes are needed to implement recent 
amendments to Education Law. The amendments expand the scope of practice beyond the 
treatment of autism and related disorders; establish a new licensure pathway based on 
national certification; provide a mechanism for program graduates to document supervised 
experience while pursuing national certification; revise program registration requirements; 
and establish provisions defining professional misconduct.  

 The Department will publish the proposed regulations shortly to initiate the required 60-day 
public comment period. 

 
Draft Guidance on the Role of Unlicensed Personnel 
 The Board reviewed draft guidance on the role of unlicensed personnel in delivering ABA 

services. With the Board’s agreement, the Board Executive Secretary will update the draft 
and seek stakeholder and Department review. 

 
Next Meeting 
 May 10, 2023 

 
Adjournment 
 The Board concluded its meeting at 3:00 p.m. 
        


