
Minutes of the Meeting of the 
New York State Committee on Pathologists’ Assistants 

Monday, June 21, 2021 
Meeting Held Via WebEx 

 

Draft 
 
Meeting is called to order at 10:30 am. 
 
Committee Members Present: Kathleen Bykowicz, Charles Fernandez-Perez, Mohammad Zuber 
Nakadar, Medicine Board liaison Dr. Maria Plummer, physician member Dr. Bernard Ng (joined during 
OP modernization presentation), and public member Nancy Halleck. 
 
Committee Members Absent: Lysette Seegobin. 
 
Staff Members Present: Stephen Boese, Executive Secretary to the Board in New York City; Carla Wells, 
Education Program Assistant 2; Lee Fitzgerald, Education Program Assistant; and Heidi Weinman, 
Secretary. 
 
Guest Present: Heather Klusendorf, Director of the OP Modernization Program, Gabriel Montgomery of 
the OP Modernization Program. 
 
Review of Roster: State Committee for Pathologists’ Assistants roster was shared for review and 
updated as needed. 
 
Introductions: Everyone introduces themselves and their credentials.  
 
Review of Minutes: Motion to approve previous minutes made, seconded, and passed. 

*Note: Meeting recording was started late after the OP Modernization presentation. 

Update from the Office of Professions:  
 
All Executive Orders pertaining to medical related professions are still in effect until July 5, 2021, 
including the provision to allow board meetings via WebEx. 
 
Update on Office of Professions Technology Improvements for Applicants and Licensees: 
 
Heather Klusendorf discusses the various projects being undertaken by the OP Modernization Program. 
This includes updates to the OP website, creating a central place for initiating and managing licenses and 
renewals, streamlining the back-end database system that NYSED staff uses, and getting more forms 
online, especially Limited Permits. The publicly available information for a licensee online will be 
expanded, and there is a suggestion to add links to any professional publications by the licensee. They 



are also making the user interface more user-friendly with making relevant information easy to 
understand and access. 
 
COVID and the Impact on Telemedicine: 
 
There is a discussion based on the handout that was distributed via email. They discuss what work has 
been able to be done remotely, including supervision. Since this is a very hands-on job with grossing and 
preparing and reviewing slides, not many people have been able to work remotely. Not every hospital or 
laboratory has remote capabilities so the ones who have been able to do that in this time are setting 
precedents for future policies.  
 
Discussion – Issues and Priorities Moving Forward: 

Physician Assistants have lobbied to change the name to Physician Associate and there’s a brief 
discussion as to whether there would be value to lobbying for a similar change to Pathologist Associate. 
This would require legislation to change the practice act.  

There is an inquiry about the school that applied to be an approved provider of education for 
Pathologists’ Assistants that was discussed at the previous meeting. Mr. Boese will consult with Kellie 
Murphy and provide an update at the next meeting. 

Next Meeting is set for Thursday, October 21 at 10:00 am. The committee will be notified in advance if 
in-person meetings resume before that time. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 am 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Carla Wells 

Education Program Assistant 2 

 


